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PS AL. LXVIII. 20. 


Belong the Iſues from Death. 


HE Words are a Deſcrip- 


his Relation to his People, 
and Concern for their Good. 
He is their God in a ſpecial 
Manner, and ſo, as he is not 
the God of any other. And 
He is the God of Salvation to them, who works 
Deliverance from the Power of the greateſt 
Enemies, and ſurrounding Dangers. And to 
God the Lord belong the Iſſues of Death, i. e. 
the Death and Deſtruction of their Enemies is 
from his Hand, and by his Direction and Ap- 
pointment: Or rather, their Eſcape and Re- 
leaſe from the greateſt Extremities is proper 
to God, and He delivers them from ſo great 4 
Death. 
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Expreſſion, or the Manner in which *tis deli- 
vered. He who is our God is the God of Salva. 
tion, &c. Tis more than a meer Aſſertion, or 
direct affirming the thing; that God faves his 
People. It implies ſomething peculiar to God, 
and highly Honourable to him: *Tis that 
l A 2 which 


He who is our God is the God of 
Salvation, and unto God the Lord + 


tion of the bleſſed God; of 


What is chiefly obſervable is, the Form of 


* 
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which belongs to Him, as our God, and which 
can agree to no other. | 

The Words may be reſolved into two Pro- 

ſitions, the one from the plain and direct 
Senſe of them, the other from the Form, or 
Manner of Expreſſion : Namely, Firſt, That 
; God is the God of Salvation to his People : 
f Secondly, That 'tis the peculiar Glory of the | 
: Great God to be ſo. I ſhall briefly open them 

both, and apply them together. 

I. That God is the God of Salvation to his 
People. The Pſalmiſt is ſpeaking here of De- 
liverances and Victory over their Enemies; 
£ of the Temporal and outward Salvation he 
7. 12, 14. wrought for them: Kings of Armies did flee a- 
pace; and the Almighty ſcatter'd Kings, &c. 
And this Conſideration of them is moſt ſuita- 
ble to the preſent Occaſion, as it ſeems eſpe- 
cially intended. Now this may be conceived 

in the General, in two Inſtances. 

F 1, Sometimes He prevents the Ruin deſign- 
ed. The crafty Enemies of the Church form ; 
deep Deſigns of Miſchief, and aim at nothing 1 
leſs than utter Deſtruction. Their Counſels ] 
ripen and mature by long Conſideration, and / 
gather Strength, and grow to Perfection by 7 

7 
l 


mutual Conſultation and Confederacy. The 
Pfal. ii. 2, Kings of the Earth ſet themſelves, and the Rulers 
take Counſel! together. They ſometimes ſeem 


to have adjuſted the whole Affair, to obvi- L 
ate every Difficulty ip the Way, and guard a- th 
gainſt Surprize and Miſcarriage, It is fit for Ca: 
ſpeedy Execution, and juſt ready to take effect, lit 
before they have any Notice of their Danger, in 


or Way of Eſcape, and without any viſible 
Means of Relief and Help, Ihe Enemy tri- 
a vmphs 
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umphs in the Proſpect of Ruin, and glories 
in the Confidence of Succeſs; and has no 
Doubt or Fear of accompliſhing his Deſign. 
Moſes records the Inſults of the Egyptians ; The 
Enemy ſaid, I will purſue, I will overtake, I will Ex. xv. 9. 
| divide the Spoil ; my Luſt ſhall be ſatisfied upon 
them : They had already conquered, and ta- 
ken Poſſeſſion in their ambitious Thoughts and 
greedy Rage. 5 
But now the God of Salvation fruſtrates the — xliv. 
Tokens of the Liars, and makes the Diviners mad 
breaks in Pieces their well concerted Meaſures, 
and daſhes all their Confidence at once, His 
tender Mercies ſpeedily prevents, when we are Pl. Ixxix. 
brought very low; and He breaks the ſnare which ©: 
was laid, and they eſcape as a Bird from the — cxxiv. 
ſnare of the Fowler, be fore they are taken in it. 7- 
The moſt remarkable Inſtance of this kind 
is that of the Jews, in the Time of Mordecai. 
Haman, the Favourite of King Abaſuerus, 
thought himſelf affronted by Mordecai's Neg- 
lect, who bowed not, nor did him Reverence, He 
yows a bloody Revenge, the Extirpation and 
Ruin of the People of the, Jews, He ſought Eſth. iii. 
ſcorn to lay Hands on Mordecai alone, but thought 2. 
to deſtroy all the Jews who were throughout the 6- 1 
whole Kingdom. By ſubtil Inſinuations he eaſi- on 
ly gains upon a credulous Prince, and obtains 9. 1 
a Writing that they might be deſtroyed, And 
Letters were immediately ſent by the Poſt into all 
the King s Provinces, to deſtroy, to kill, and 
cauſe to periſh, all the Jews, both young and old, — 13: 
little Children and Women, in one Day. And 
in another Place, they were ſold to be deſtroyed, 
and to be ſlain, and to periſh. There was to be 
a general Maſſacre of the whole Race of the 
| 4 * "Gone 
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ews at once. They were to be cut off Root 
and Branch. Every thing was appointed 
and prepared, and ripe for Execution, before 
they could be apprized of the deſperate De- 
ſign, or capable of ſecuring themſelves a- 
gainſt it. 

Queen Eſther by Mordecai's Direction, ven- 
tures into the King's Preſence, and finds Fa- 
vour in his Sight; diſcovers the whole Deſign; 
raiſes a generous Indignation in his Royal 
Breaſt ; procures the Letters deviſed by Ha- 
man to be reverſed, Haman himſelf, the Prin- 
cipal Agent, was hung upon FGallows; Mor- 
decai, who had formerly detected a Conſpira- 
cy againſt the King's Life, had his old Servi- 


ces upon this Occaſion remembred, and was 


highly honour'd and advanced. And in every 
Province where-ever the Decree came, the Jews 
had Joy and Gladneſs, and Feaſting and a good 
Day, and many of the People of the Land became 
Jews, for the Fear of the Jews fell upon them. 

Thus God prevented by a wonderful Ap- 
pearance the Deſtruction of the whole Body 
of the Jews, and delivered thoſe who were ap- 
pointed to dye. 

§ 2. Sometimes he reſcues them out of the 
Hands of their Enemies, when they actually 
attempt Miſchief againſt them, and are ſuffer- 
ed to proſper and prevail. He does not leave 
them 1n their Diſtreſs, or ſuffer them to periſh 
in their Aflition, He works Salvation for 
them out of the Danger into which they are 
brought : This is the more ordinary Caſe,and 
I ſhall repreſent it diſtinctly in all the remar- 
kable Inſtances throughout the Scriptures. 


. Sometimes he blaſts the Counſels of their 


Enemies ; 
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Enemies, He ſmites them with judicial 
Blindneſs, and ſuffers them to run into fatal 
Errors. The whole Deſign miſcarries by 
over-ſight ; and his People are delivered and 
ſaved not for want of Will or of Power to de- 
ſtroy them, but by meer Inadvertence and 
Miſtake; by following falſe Meaſures and 
wrong Advice. He hides Counſel from them. 
In Abſolom's Rebellion againſt David, Ahito- 
phel's Advice,whoſe Counſel in thoſe Days was as if 
a Manhad enquired of the Oracle ofGod ; was toa 
ſpeedy Purſuit of David, while he and his Men 
were weary and meal. handed; which was certainly 
reaſonable, and had the faireſt Proſpect of 
Succeſs ; a maſterly Stroke of experienced Po- 
licy. But Huſhai ſaid, The Counſel which Ahi- 
tophel has given, is not good at this Time, He 
adviſes to delay, for a more pompous and re- 
gular Purſuit, till he could gather all the 
Tribes of Iſrael together, and go to War in 
his own Perſon; which ſeemed only fit to flat- 
ter the Ambition of vain and eaſy Minds. 
This Infatuation proved the Ruin of Abſolom, 
and Deliverance of David from this unnatural 
Attempt. For Abſolom and all the Men of Iſ- 
rael ſaid, the Counſel of Huſhai the Archite, is 
better than the Counſel of Ahitophel ; for the 
Lord had appointed to defeat the good Counſel of 
Ahitophel, to the Intent the Lord might bring 
evil upon Abſolom. In the Reign of Fehoram 
the Moabites miſtaking the Water for the Blood 
of the Kings, which looked red with the Morn- 
ing Sun ſhining upon it, came to ſpoil 1/rael ; 
but the 1ſraelites roſe up and ſmote the Moa- 


1Sam. xvi 


bites, ſo that they fled before em; and they went 2 Kings 
forward and ſmote the Moabites in their own l. 22. 


Country, 2. 
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2. Sometimes he diſpirits and ſtrikes 
them with Amazement. He gives a ſecret 
Terrour to the Minds of their Enemies, and 
ſtrikes them with a panick Fear, A ſudden 

Surprize and unaccountable Dread has terri- 
fied and diſperſed a numerous Hoſt, prevented 
impending Ruin, and opened à way of Delive- 
rance and Eſcape. Among the Bleſſings of O- 
Deuter, bedience, we find it promiſed ; The Lord ſhall 
xxviti, J. cauſe thy Enemies who riſe up againſt thee to be 

ſmitten before thy Face; they ſhall come out as 
gainſt thee one way, and flee before thee ſeven ways, 

And we find Joſhua puts them in mind of it; 

Joſh.xxiii One of you ſhall chaſe a thouſand; for the Lord your 

10. God he it 15 who fight eth for you, as he bath pro- 

Proverbs miſed: Yea the Wicked are ſometimes made 

xxviii, 1. to flee when none purſue them, upon the ſlight. 
7 eſt Accidents and meer Imagination. | 

Thus when Midian prevailed againſt 

Iſrael, and becauſe of the Midianites, the 
Children of Iſrael made themſelves . Dens 

in the Mountains, and Caves, and ſtrong Holds ; 
and when Iſrael had ſown, the Midianites came 
and encamped againſt em, and deſtroyed the 

Increaſe of the Earth. For they came up with 

their Cattle and Tents, and they came as Graſ- 
boppers for Multitude, and they and their Ca- 
mels were without Number; and Iſrael was impo- 
veriſhed becauſe of the Midianites, At this time 

Gideon with three hundred Men diſcomfited 

the whole Hoſt of Midia, not by a ſuperiour 

Number, or equal Strength; but by Surprize 

and Fear, So Gideon and the Men which were 
with him, came to the Outſide 'of the Camp in the 

Beginning of the middle Watch, and blew the 

Trumpets, and brake the Pitchers in their Hands F 

an 


Tudg. vi. 
Begin. 
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and the three Companies blew the Trumpets and 
brake the Pitchers ; and held their Lamps in 
their left Hand, and their Trumpets in the right; 
and cried, the Sward of the Lord, and of Gideon. 
This gave the Terrour and Fright, and they 
had nothing left to do but to ſtand ſtill and fee 
the Salvation of the Lord. And they ftood e- 
wery Man in his Place round about the Camp, and 
all the Hoſt ran and cried and fled, and three hun- 
dred blew the Trumpet, and the Lord ſet every 
Man's Sword againſt his Fellow, even throughout 
all the Hoft, In the Hurry and Confuſion they 
were 1n, they fell foul of one another, and de- 
ſtroyed themſelves. 
When Jonathan and his Armour-Bearer | 
ſmote the Philiftines ; There was Trembling in * Sam. 
the Hoſt, in the Field, and among all the People : I 
The Garriſon and Spoilers they alſo trembled ; aud 
the Earth quaked, ſo that there was a very preat 
Trembling, And the Watchmen of Saul in Gilboa of 
the Benjamites, looked and beheld the Multitude 
melt away, and they went on beating down one 
anot her. 
So when Benhadad the King of Syria gather- 
ed all his Hoſt, and went and beſieged Sama- 
ria, it was reduced to the greateſt Extremity. 
The Famine was ſo great, that an A/“ Head 
was ſold for fourſcore Pieces of Silver, and the 2 Kings 
fourth part of a Cab of Dove Dung for five vi. 24+ 
Pieces of Silver; and Women boiled their Sons © = 1 
to eat, In this great Diftreſs God wrought a 4 
Salvation this way: The Lord made the Hoſt Ch. vii g | 1 


0 0 
43 


of Syria to hear a Noiſe of Chariots, and a Norſe {4 

of Horſes, even a Noiſe of a great Hoft , and V1 

they ſaid one to another, Lo, the King of Iſrael 0 

hath hired againſt us ” Kings of the — 
| An 
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and the Kings of Egypt to come upon us. Ter- 
rified with this Creature of their own Imagi- 
nation, like Men frighted with their own. 
ic. Shadow; They aroſe and fled in the Twilight, and 
left their Tent, and Horſes and Aſſes, even the 
Camp as it was, and fled for their Lives. And 
ſo the People went and ſpoiled the Tents of the 
Syrians, and found a rich Supply of all Proviſt- 
on without their own Care. | 
3. He deſtroys their Power and Force. When 
their Enemies are in full Capacity of Power, 
f and eaſily able to cruſh them ; when they on- 
—_ - : ly wait a proper Leiſure, and meditate the 
| | moſt convenient way, how they may ſtrike 
| 
| 
| 


the ſurer Stroke, and moſt effectually cut 

them off : God ſometimes in ſuch a Caſe ſaves 

his People by a mighty Hand and out-ſtretched 

Arm. 
So when Pharaoh purſued the flying 1/rae- 

lites with a numerous Hoſt, ſufficient to de- 

vour and eat them up; he deſtroyed the t 
| whole Army in the Red Sea, drowned and 1 
[ . deluged them in the mighty Waters: And 
| Exod. xiv. Moſes ſtretched forth his Hand over the Sea, 
| 27, 28. and the Sea returned to his Strength when the 
| Morning appeared, and the Egyptians fled 4- 
1 gainſt it and the Lord overthrew the Egyptians 
| in the midſt of the Sea, And the Waters return- 
| ed and covered the Chariots and Horſemen, and De 
| | all the Hoſt of Pharaoh which came into the liv 
| Sea after them; there remained not ſv much a: Pro 
i one of them. Thus the Lord ſaved Iſrael that 
if Day out of the Hand of the Egyptians z and 
1 Iſrael ſam the Egyptians dead upon the Shoar, and 
1 Iſrael /aw the great Work which the Lord did ups 
1 on the Egyptians. | 
i 8 When 
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When Sennacherib the King of AHria, came 


with a mighty Force and laid Siege to Feru- 


ſalem in the Days of Hezekiah, what Conft- * 


dence does he expreſs of Victory; and what 
Triumphs does he raiſe over the God of 1/ra- 


el, as well as the People of Iſrael? Have, Kings 
any of the Gods of the Nations delivered at all his xviii. 33; 


Land out of the Hands of the King of Aſſyria? 
Where are the Gods of Hamath and Arphad, 
of Shepharvaim, Hena, and Jvah? Who among 
all the Gods of the Countries have delivered their 
Country, that the Lord ſhould deliver Jeruſalem 
out of my Hand? Thus he reproached the li- 
ving God: And they were reduced to the ut- 
moſt Danger and Diſtreſs: It was a Day of 
Trouble, and Rebuke, and Blaſphemy, Now God 
deſtroyed in one Night the inſulting Hoſt by 
the Hands of a mighty Angel. He ſet them 
free from the threatening Ruin, and roled away 
the Reproach from Iſrael, And it came to paſs, 


that Night the Angel of the Lord went out, and Ch. xix. 
ſmote in the Camp of the Aſſyrians an hundred 30.7 


and fourſcore and five thouſand, and when they 
aroſe early in the Morning, behold they were all 
dead Corps. So Sennacherib the King of Aſſy- 
ria, departed, and went, and returned, and dwelt 

at Nineveh. | 
4. He over-rules them againſt their own 
Deſign, and makes them Inſtruments of De- 
liverance, Tis an admirable Art of divine 
Providence to oyer-ryle the Deſigns of wick- 
ed Men, and ſerve its own Purpoſes by their 
Oppoſition to it, making the Wickedneſs and 
Wrath of Man to glorify bim. This is like turn- 
ing the Stream from its natural Courſe, or 
failing with a croſs Wind, The Myſteries of 
"DW 3 | Pro- 
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Providence often unfold Sampſon's Riddle, and 
we find Meat ont of the Eater, and Honey out 
of the Strong, What was deſigned for their 
Ruin and Extirpation, 1s made uſe of for their 

Safety and Eſtabliſhment. 

Joſeph's Brethren by unkind Uſage, and Sel- 
ling him into Egypt, were the undefigning In- 
ſtruments of his publick Uſefulneſs, and high 
Advancement and Glory. But as for you, ye 

Gen. 1.20, ;h,ught evil againſt me, but God meant it for 
Good, to bring fo paſs as it 15 this Day, fo [ave 
much People alive. Haman's Contrivance to 
root out the Jews from all Farts of the King- 
dom, was the Means of their greater Liberty 
and higher Favour, His Envy at Mordecai's 
Neglect, occaſioned that ſingular Honour to 
be paid him, as well as his own Ruin. The 
Malice ot Haniel 8 Enemies, and of the three 
Children, who firſt procured the impious De- 
cree, and after informed againſt them for the 


— 


Pan. Ch, Breach of it; tho? they brought them to the 


iii, fiery Purnace and Lion's Den, gave the happy 
vi. Occaſion of their higher Promotion and E- 
ſteem; and of the greater Regard to the God 
of Iſrael, which it was directly levelled againſt. 
5. Sometimes he. changes their Enemies 
Heart, and inclines them to favour them, 
After a long Courſe of Suffering and Affliction, 
he changes the Hearts of their Enemies to- 
wards them, and diſpoſes them to ſhow them 
Kindneſs; which is the peculiar Agency of 
the Father of Spirits. yy 
A harden'd Pharaoh was brought by repeat- 
ed Plagues, and the Power of preſent Convi- 
3 tion, to conſent to let Iſrael go. He called for 
xl. 31. Moſes and Aaron by Night, and ſaid, riſe 1 
an 
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and get ye forth from among iny People, both you 
and the Children of Iſrael, and go ſerve the Lord, 
as he ſaid; and alſo tale your Focks and Herds, 
as you ſaid; and be gone, andbleſs me alſo. The 
People were more diſpoſed, and in earneſt : , 
The Egyptians were urgent upon the People, that — ]. 
they might ſend them away, for they ſaid, we are 
dead Men. And the Lord gave the People Fa- 
vour in the fight of the Egyptians, ſo that they 
lent to them ſuch things as they required. He 
can eaſily make them a Weight to their Op- 
preſſors too heavy to be born, and able to ſink 
them like a Mill-ſtone about their Necks. Who- Matt. xxi. 
ſoever ſhall fall on this Stone, ſhall be broken; but 44+ 
on whomſoever it ſhall fall, it will grind him to 
Powder. The Ark, which was the great To- 
ken of the divine Preſence, and the Glory of 
God to Iſrael, became a Plague to the Phili- x Same v. 
ſtines, and they conſult to ſend it away with 
Honour. 
But the moſt remarkable Inftance of this 
kind, was that of Cyrus; When the People 
tranſgreſſed very much after all the Abomi- 
nations of the Heathens, God ſuffered them 1 
to be taken Captive by the Chaldeans, and car- 2 Chron. ö 


ö ried away to Babylon in the times of Nebuchad- xxxvi. 14. 4 
; nexxar. They flew Multitudes of them; burnt Sl i 
% the Houſe of God ; and break down the Wall ; 1 
c of Jeruſalem, and burnt the Palaces with Fire. ou 
n Them who eſcaped the Sword, carried he away to TIO thy 
f Babylon, where they were Servants to him and to i 
the King's Sons, till the Reign of the Kingdom of i] 

" Perſia; till the Perſian Empire conquered the N 

i- Caldean; which was threeſcore and ten Years, wit. 

or Now after this long Captivity, God ftirred \ i 


up | up the Spirit of Cyrus, according to a Prophecy 
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of him two hundred Vears before he was born, to | 


Ifai. xliv, make Proclamation thro? all his Kingdom, and 
xlv. put it into Writing : Thus ſaith Cyrus King of 
Perſia, All the Kingdoms of the Earth hath the 

Lord God of Heaven given unto me ; and he hath 

2 Chron. charged me to build a Houſe in Jeruſalem, which 
AXXvi,22+15 in Judea : Who is there among you of all his 
People, ſo his God be with him, let him go up. 

So we read in the Book of Ezra: In the firſt 

Ch. v. 13. Tear of Cyrus King of Babylon, the ſame King 
Cyrus made a Decree, to build the Honſe of God, 

and the Veſſels of Gold and Silver which Nebu- 
chadnezzar took out of the Temple which was in 

" Jeruſalem, and brought into the Temple of Baby- 
Ion; thoſe did Cyrus the King take out of the 
Temple of Babylon,, and delivered them to the 
overnour, And we find after, that Darius 


Ch vi, ordered by a Decree, Expences and Materi- 


als for the Building of the Temple, with this 
ſolemn Imprecation in the Cloſe ; The God who 
hath cauſed his N ame to dwell there, deſtroy all 
Kings and People who ſhall put to their Hand to 
alter and deſtroy this Houſe of God which is at 


—— 12+ Jeruſalem. 


The whole Nation returned to the quiet 
Poſſeſſion of their Land and Temple, after ſo 
long an Oppreſſion, not only with the Leave 
of the Prince, but with many Marks of Favour 
and Honour, | 

6. He raiſes up extraordinary Inſtruments, 
and fits and ſpirits them for it : Perſons parti- 
cularly fram'd for Great Deſigns, and fitted 
for ſpecial Purpoſes by extraordinary Wiſdom 
and Courage, Cc. | 

; Moſes led the Iſraelites through all the 

Straits of the Wilderneſs; and Joſhua to the qui- 

| ; et 
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et Poſſeſſioniof Canaan, with a conſtant Exerciſe 
of the nobleſt Vertues, and greateſt Conduct. 

We have ſeveral Inflances of this Kind a- 
mong the Judges. Thus Ehud deliver'd Iſrael | 
from Eglon by a wonderful Conduct, and Pre- Judg. iii, 
ſence of Mind, He came to him in his Re- 0 
tirement with a Meſſage from God, and thoſe 
who were with him went out : And Ehud put 
forth his left Hand, and took a Dagger from his 
right Thigh, and thruſt it into his Belly; the 
Haft alſo went in after the Blade, ſo that he 
could not draw the Dagger out of his Belly. And 
Ehud went forth thro the Parlour, and fhut the 
Doors of the Parlour upon him, and locked them; 
and Ehud eſcaped while the Servants tarried; 
and blew the Trumpet in the Mount of Ephraim, 
and the Children of Iſrael went down with him 
from the Mount; and he ſaid, Follow me, for the 
Lord hath deliver'd your Enemies the Moabites 
into your Hand; and they ſlew of the Moabites 
at that Time about 10000 Men, all luſty, and Men 
of Valour, there eſcaped not a Man. So the Mo- 
abites were ſubdued that Day under the Hands of 
Iſrael, and the Land had Reſt fourſcore Tears, | 
Thus he deliver'd them from an unrighteous #1 
Servitude, in an extraordinary Way, by a ſpe- 
cial Warrant from God ; for the Lord raiſed 
them up a Deliverer, ver. 15, and he brought 4 
e Meſſage from God, ver. 20. And the Lord 
delivered the Moabites into their Hands, v. 28. 

And while Debarah judged Iſrael, Baruch her | 
Captain General obtained a ſignal Victory over $1 1 
Siſera, the Captain of Fabin's Army. And the = iv. 14. 
Lord diſcomfited Siſera, and all his Chariots, and 
all his Hoſt, with the Edge of the Sword before — 13. 1 
Barak, /o that Siſera lighted down from his Cha- v 


riot, 


29 r £2 — I IRISEY — 8 
= * ' B wan ws x b 8 — 
* ML td. - A EE LIN . ˖ S, 3 0h hy 


ana... . 


- — 


16 1 Thankſgiving & E RMO N. 


Judg. iv. +iot, and fled away on his Feet, And after Jael, 

27. as he lay aſleep, with a Nail of the Tent, and « 

Hammer in her Hand, ſmote the Nail into his 

Temples, and faſtned it to the Ground, ſo he died. 

And this was the Subject of that noble Song 

recorded in the fifth Chapter of that Book. 

Judg. xv. The Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 

14. Sampſon, i. e. endowed him with extraordinary 

Strength; ſo that the Cords with which the Men 

of Judah had bound him, to deliver him to the 

Philiſtines, became 4s Flax burnt with Fire, aud 

bis Bands looſed from his Hands. And with & 

ann 16, new Jam- bone of an Aſs he ſlew a 1000 Men, And 

> when he was ſhut up in Gaza he took the Doors 

of the Gates of the City, and the two Poſts, and 

went away with them Bars and all, and put them 

= Xvi. 3. pon his Shoulders, and carried them up to the top of 

an Hill which is beyond Hebron. And when the 

Lords of the Philiftines, and a great Multitude 

were met together,and he was ſent for to make 

them Sport, after his Eyes were pulled out: 

He took hold of the two Pillars of the Houſe of 

Dagon their God, and bowed himſelf with all his 

' DAMiight;, and the Honſe fell upon the Lords, and 

ix. all the People therein; ſo the dead which he flew 

0. at his Death were more than they which he ſlew in 
his Life. | 

 When'Goliab defied the Armies of the living 

"God, and they were diſmayed, and greatly a- 

fraid; God ſpirited David, tho“ young, and 

diſdained by Goliah, to give a ſignal Defeat in 

Sam. the moſt unequal Combat: And David put his 

$1149. Hand into bis Bag, and took thence a Stone, and 

ſtung it, and ſmote the Philiſtine in his Forehead, 

and the Stone ſunk into his Forehead, and he fell 

upon lars Face to the Earth, So David provailed 

, over 
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over the Philiſtine with a Sling and a Stone: And 


he ran and ſtood upon the Philiſtine, and took his 1 Sam. 


Sword, and drew it out of his Sheath, and flew him 
and cut off his Head therewith. And when the 
Philiſtines ſaw their Champion was dead they fled. 

I could give many Inſtances of later Times; 


as the Duke of Sxxony, the great Patron of the 


" $8, 


Reformation in its Infancy. Guſtavus Adolphus Vid. Sleid, 


in Sweeden, who defended the Proteſtant Inte- - 
reſt with ſo great a Glory, againſt the Popiſh h- 
Powers round about him. The firſt Princes 
of Orange, who ſhook off the Spaniſh Yoke. The 
late Glorious King William, who delivered the 
frighted Nation at the Revolution, gave a 
Check to the ſwelling Pride of France, and laid 
the Foundation of our preſent happy Settle- 
ment. Some other Generals have been raiſed 
up, of many perſonal Virtues, and great Capa- 
city, of deep Penetration, and cool Courage, 
and proſpered and honour'd with a long Series 
of a Vifories, and uninterrupted Suc- 
CCIS, 
J. He ſometimes faves by miraculous Ap- 
pearances, and altering the ſtated Courſe of 
Nature. The miraculous Plagues of Egypt pre- 
pared the Way for the Deliverance of Vradi. 
And they after walked upon dry Land in the midſt 


. 
1 
* 
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of the Sea, and the Waters were a Wall to them on Ex. xiv, 
the right Hand and left. And the Sea returned 27. 


te its Strength, and cover'd the Egyptians, And 
in the Time of Joſhua, when they fought a- 


gainſt the Amorites, tis ſaid ; the Lord caſt Joſh. x. 


down great Stones from Heaven upon them, that 
they died. And they were more who died with 
Fail. ſtones, than they which the Children of Iſra- 
el ſlew with the Sword, And Joſhua ſaid _ 

C that 
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=—12, 13: that occaſion in the Sight of Iſrael; Sun, ſtand 

thou ſtill upon Gibeon, and thou Moon upon the 

Valley of Afalon; and the Sun ſtood ſtill, and the 

e_ Moon ſtayed, until the People had avenged them- 

elves on their Enemies. And we find at ano- 

ther Time, when the People ſhouted, and the 

Prieſts blew the Trumpet, that the Walls of Je- 

richo fel! down flat, ſo that the Men went up to 

Chap, vi. the City, and took it, and utterly deſtroyed all 

20. that was in it. There's a memorable Inſtance 

in the Time of Deborah; They fought from Hea- 

Judg. v. ven, the Stars in their Courſes fought againſt Si- 

” ſera, i. e. the heavenly Bodies by unkind In- 

fluences, perhaps raiſing Storms, and Thunder 

in the Air, or ſhooting down piercing and pe- 

ſtilential Rays. Mhile Samuel was offering the 

Sacrifice of Burnt Offering, the Lord thunder'd 

1Sam.vii. with a great Thunder on that Day, upon the Phi- 

12 liſtines, and dſcomfited them, and they were 
ſmote before Iſrael, 

The ſeveral Fiftys ſent to take Elijah were 

2 Kings i. deſtroy'd with Fire from Heaven: And the great 


10. Hoſt of the King of Syria, which came to fetch 


— vi. S. Eliſha, were ſmote with Blindneſs. 

When Daniel, and the three Children were 

caſt into the Fiery Furnace, and Lions Den; 

He bound up the Influence of devouring Flames, 

and ſtopped the Mouths of Lions, He changed 

their Natures, and checked their natural Ten- 

dency. I might add the miraculous Delive- 

Acts xii. rance of Peter from Priſon, when the Chains 

1, 1% fell from off his Hands, and the Iron Gate open- 

Acts ed to them of its ewn accord. And St. Paul's mi- 
xxvil, raculous Eſcape from che Shipwreck. 

I ſhall only further obſerve here, That God 

can never be at a Loſs to ſave his People, who 


has 
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has ſo many Ways to ſave them: And how 


many of theſe Inſtances agree to our own Caſe, 
I ſuppote will eaſily offer it ſelf to every ones 
Obſervation, without the helpof a Hand to point 
it out. | proceed now to the 

II. That is the peculiar Glory of the great 
God to be 2 God of Salvation, This ariſes from 
the Modification of the Propoſition, or the pe- 
culiar Manner of Expreſſion. For *tis more 
than a ſimple Aſſertion; or, as if it were only 
ſaid, That God 1s the Saviour of his People. 
Tis plainly aſcribing ſomething to him in a 
Way of Eminence and Peculiarity ; ſomething 
highly Honourable and Glorious, which pro- 
perly belongs to Him, and can agree to none 
beſides. 

The Apoſtle uſes a like Form of Exprefſi- 
on: Nom He who ſtabliſpes us with you in Chriſt, 


Thing than meerly to have ſaid, 'Tis God who 


ſtabliſhes and anointeth us; for that were on- 
ly ſimply to affert the Truth of it, that *tis 


God who does fo ; as we aſcribe any other Ef. 
fect to him: But the Force of the Expreſſion is, 
as if he had ſaid, *Tis only a God can do this: 
Tis the proper Work of God, and glorious 
Effect of Divine Power: Tis doing ſomething 

for us which only God cau do, and is above al 


the Power of a Creature. 
So that here we have two Things a to 


conſider in this Form of Expreſſion. 1. That 
tis proper to the Great God to be the Saviour 
of his People. 2. That 'tis highly honourable 
to him, 


§. 1. That 'tis _ to him : So he ſpeaks 


M1 the Prophet expreſly, I, even I, am the Lord, Ila. xliii. 
C 2 and 11. 


2 Cor. j. 
and hath anointed us, is God. Tis quite another 21. 


=} 
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and beſides me there is no Saviour, This will 
appear if we conſider two Things. | 
I. The Salvation he works for them. This 
is often Great in its Kind, and in its Impor- 
tance to them. He faves them from the 
Hands of powerful Enemies, and the brink of 
utter Ruin, He raiſes them up from the low. 
eſt Diſtreſs, and at the laſt Extremity. He 
delivers them from the Paw of the Lien and the . 
Bear, and plucks them as Brands out of the 
burning. He reſtores their full Liberty, and 
numerous Bleſſings, and makes their Salvation 
entire and complete, Perhaps all their Safety 
and worldly Happineſs depends upon it, and 
they had been otherwiſe quite ſwallowed up, 
So that upon a cool and diſtinft Review, we 
find our ſelves amazed at the greatneſs of the 
Salvation; and can't but wonder at the Dan- 
gers we have eſcaped, or the Mercies we ſe- 
curely poſſeſs; fince thou haſt given us ſuch 4 
Deliverance as this; and who delivered us from ſo 
great a Death, 

Beſides, the Circumſtances of the Salvation 
are often very remarkable, and the Manner of | 
it as wonderful as the Thing it ſelf. They 
are ſurprized with an unexpected Salvation; 
above their Fears and beyond their Hopes; 0 
without any viſible Way of Relief, and when 


x Hcpe that they ſhould be ſaved is taken away : t 
iy To the Aſtoniſhment of their Enemies as well 0 
| as themſelves; and the equal, tho' different, g 
Drſappointment of both: So that upon due fi 

Conſideration of the Matter, they ſee Reaſon C 

to ſay with the delivered Church, This is the of 

| Lord's Doing, and "tis wonderful in our Eyes. nz 

Deut. Their Rock is net as our Rock, even our Enemies th 
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themſelves being Judges. And when God turned Pſal. 


again the Captivity of Sion, we were like them ex xvi. z,. 


who dreamed; then ſaid they among the Hea- 
then, the Lord hath done great Things. 

The Caſe is ſo ſingular, and involved, that 
there muſt be a Change in the Frame of 
Things: The whole Face of publick Affairs 
muſt be altered in order to it. A great Con- 
currence of wonderſul Circumſtances meet to- 
gether, and all neceſſary to the Event: Not 
one of them could be ſpared; any one of them 
wanting, like a Spring out of order, would ſtop 
the whole Motion, and ſpoil the Frame of the 
merciful Deſign. When we ſee a Deliverance 
wrought by the removal of ſeveral of the great 
Powers of the Earth; by many ſurprizing In- 
cidents ; by unaccountable Awes and Reftraints 
upon the Minds of Men, and ftrange Interpo- 
ſures and Appearances of Things ; we cannot 
but cry out, This was indeed the Finger of God, 
None but he who ſitteth in the Heavens, and 
laughs at the vain Devices of the Wicked, 
could bring it to paſs. Such Events have 
ſometimes forc'd the Acknowledgment of a Di- 
vine Being and Providence, from Minds leaft 
diſpoſed to believe them, and ſtrongly preju- 
diced and averſe, 

He repeats their Deliverance one Time af- 
ter another, Tis not a ſingle Deliverance, 
or a Salvation once wrought for them, how 
great and wonderful ſoever: One mighty Ef- 
fort of Divine Power once for all; but *tis a 


Courſe of Deliverance; He has been the Savi- 


our of his People in all Generations, and ma- 
ny Times, to the ſame Generation of Men. So 
the Church ſpeaks : Many à time turned he as 
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way his Anger, and did not ſtir up all his Wrath, 
Many a time have they afflicted me from my Youth, 
now may Iſrael ſay, — Yet have they not pre- 
vailed againſt me. The Church of God had 
been long ago deſtroyed, and rooted out of 
the Earth, if God had not many a time ſaved 
and delivered it; for it is often weak and de- 
fenceleſs ; forſaken of Human Help, and Crea- 
ture Dependance: Tis always unequal in 
Number and Strength to the Power of its Ene- 
mies. The Fews were ſurrounded with pow- 
erful Enemies; thay Heathen Nations lay 
round about the of Paleſtine, and they 
were often invaded and carried Captive, The 
firſt Chriſtians lived in the midſt of the Ro- 
man Empire, their proteis'd Enemy, and were 
deſtitute of earthly Power : But God has been 
the Guardian and Protettor of his Church in 
every Age, and as often delivered them, as 
they have been reduced to Extremity. So has 
God ſaved theſe Nations from a continued 
Courſe of wicked Deſigns againſt them ; from 
the reſtleſs, and implacable Malice of Po- 
piſn Powers, with very ſmall Intermiſſions, 
from the beginning of the Reformation to 
this Day. | 

2. The Inſtruments and Means he makes 
Uſe of. God ordinarily works by Inſtruments 
in the Works of Grace and Providence, and 
not ordinarily in an immediate Way. But then 
the proper Agency and Influence 1s from him- 
ſelf; He only works by them, and makes Uſe 
of them to ſerve his own Purpoſes. Now we 
find that God ſometimes makes Uſe of very 
unlikely Means, which ſeem the leaſt fitted 
21 chemſelves, and the leaſt likely to ſucceed. 

| " _n 
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He produces great Effects by weak and feeble 
Cauſes, and Things which ſeem no Way equal 
or proportionate to them : He hangs the great- 
eſt Weights upon the ſmalleſt Wires ; as when 
a Victory is gained by a ſmall Handful of Men, 
and by the weaker Side ; when the greateſt E- 
vents take their Riſe from little Accidents ; 
like the ſmall H-ad of a great River, In this 
Caſe now the Power more evidently appears to 
be of God, and not of Man. The Succeſs muſt 
neceflarily be imputed to a ſecret Influence, and 
inviſible Agent, to the wile Direction of a ſu- 

rior Caule. * 

Or when the Inſtruments are moſt apt, and 
ſeem beſt appointed; when they appear with 
the greateſt Advantage, and even promiſe Suc- 
ceſs. Why, *tis in that Caſe nevertheleſs, to 
be conſidered as the Work of God: Becauſe all 
the Inſtruments are fitted by Him, and uſed by 
Him, to the greateſt Purpoſes of which they 
are capable. He gives them Wiſdom and Cou- 
rage; directs their Thoughts and Motions : 
They are wholly under his Conduct, and:can- 
not ſtir without his Leave, or proſper without 


his Bleſſing. He teacheth their Hands to war, Plalm 
and their Fingers to fight. The Horſe is prepa- exliv. I. 


red for Battle, but Victory is of the Lord. 
This only can account for the unequal Succeſs 
and various Events of the ſame Inſtruments 
and Means: Why the weakeſt prove ſometimes 
ſurprizingly ſucceſsful, and the ableſt and moſt 


likely, fail and miſcarry. The Race is not to the Ecoleſ. ix. 


ſwift, i. e. tis not always ſo, as it would be in 11. 


the meer natural Courſe of Things; Nor the 


Battle to the ſtrong ;, nor Bread to the wiſe; nor 
Riches ro Men of Underſtanding ; nor Favour to 
Men 


; 


> , 
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Men of Skill; but Time and Chance happens to 
1 Cor. i. them all. And God ſometimes chooſes the fooliſh 
37» Things of this World to confound the Wiſe, and 
| weak Things to confound the Mighty, that no Fleſh 
—29, 31, ſhould glory in his Preſence ;, but he who glorieth, 

let him glory in the Lord. | 

§ 2. Tis highly Honourable to Him, and 
one great Part of the Divine Glory, to be the 
Saviour of his People. This appears. if you 
conſider, oy 

1. The Diſplay He makes of his own Per- 
fections. God appears Glorious in all his Works, 
in the meaner Parts and ſtated Courſe of Na- 

- ture and Providence: But He eminently ſhin 


in the Deliverance of his People, and — | 


dinary Appearances in their Fayour, What a 
Diſplay does He often make of Divine Wiſdom ? 
What a Reach and Compaſs of Knowledge, 

what Depths of Underſtanding, in revealing 

the dark Deſigns of their Enemies, unravel- 

ling all their Schemes, diſappointing the wh6le 
Contrivance of Miſchief ; confounding all. the 

Policy of Earth and Hell together ; yea, and 

turning them all againſt themſelves, and ma- 

king them fatal to their own Intereſts. He 

1 Cor. ii, deſtroyeth the Wiſdom of the Wiſe. And Wiſ- 
6, dom of this World, and the Princes of this 
World come to nought. Yea, He taketh the 

Wiſe in their own Craft, And the Wicked are 

ſnared in the Works of their own Hunde. What 

a mighty Power ſhines forth, when the Strong 

God, the Lord Ged Omnipotent, who reigns 

in the Earth, defeats the boldeſt Attempts, 
ſcatters and diſperſes the greateſt Numbers, 
breaks their Power in Pieces, and reſcues his 
People by a mighty Hand. So God ſaved Iſrael 
| for 
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for his Name ſake, that he micht make his migh- Pſal. cvi. 


C 


gy Power to be known. The Snare is broken, in 
which we were taken, and we are eſcaped. 


—cxxiv. 
7 


When God ſaves the Poor from the Mighty, he job v. 14. 


gives juſt Occaſion for the humble Challenge, 


and holy Triumph; Who in the Heaven can be pſa\m 
compared to the Lord? Who among the Sons of \xxxix. 6, 


the Mighty can be likened to the Lord? How e- 
minently does his Love appear? His tender 
Care, and diſtinguiſhing Regard to them who 


fear him, and put thei- truſt in him, before the 


Sons of Men, He delivers them becauſe he de- 2 Sam. 
lights in them, Don't he own a ſpecial Relati- xxii. 25. 


on, and ſhew how he loves them, when he works 
a great Deliverance for them; and the XKind- 
neſs and Bove of God our Saviour towards them 
appear in a Ylorious Diſplay, and real Effects? 
Is there not a great Inſtance of Covenant Faith- 


fulneſs, and punctual Regard to his Word? 
He has given many gracious Aſſurances of 


kind Regards to encourage their Truſt, and 
quicken their Supplications : Call upon me in 
the Day of Trouble and I will deliver thee, He is 
a Refuge, and a preſent Help in time of Trouble, 
He will be with them to the end of the World; 
and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
them, Now in Caſes of great Deliverance 
from Danger and Ruin, he ſhews his inviola- 
ble Faithfulneſs, and remembers his Word unto 
his Servants on which he has cauſed them to hope. 

So that, upon the whole, God never ap- 
pears more Glorious in himſelf, or gives a 
greater Diſplay of his Perfections to the World, 
than when he appears as the God of Salvation 
to his People. 


D 3. The 


— 
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2. The peculiar Acknowledgments of a deli- 
vered People. God does not willingly Affict, 
or grieve the Children of Men: And Judgment, 
eſpecially upon his own People, ſis his ſtrange 
Work. He does not deal with Kingdoms and 
Nations, in this Reſpect, as he ſometimes does 
with particular Perſons ; afflict them for Trial, 

or reſerve them to be puniſhed hereafter, He 
deals with them more ſuitable to their preſent 

State, and in greater Proportion to their Car- 

riage towards him. The Reaſon is, they wall 

only continue ſuch in this World, but disband 

and ſeparate in the next. They muſt now be 
treated according to their Doings, or not at all. 
This is laid down as a ſtanding Rule in this 

2 Chron. Caſe, The Lord is with you while you are with 
xvi. 2. him; and if you ſeek him, he will be found of you : 


| i But if you forſake him, he will forſake you. And 


Fer. «viii. more diſtinctly in the Prophet. 4 

778. Tis the Corruption and Degeneracy of a pro- 
feſſing People, which lays them open to the 
Power of their Enemies, and to any of the 
Judgments of God. As often as Iſrael return- 
ed to Idolatry, they fell under the Power of 
their Heathen Neighbours, or were ſeverely J 
ſcourged and rebuked; till their long Captivi- / 
ty in Babylon quite cured them, and made an I 
Idol an Abomination to them for ever after. ; 
We find Exra makes this ſolemn Acknowledg- 

Chap. ix. ment after the Captivity: And now, O our \ 

10. God, what ſhall we ſay after this, for we have for- t] 

— . alen thy Commandment. And after all that is L 


come upon us for our evil Deeds, and great Treſ- 1, 
Chap. ix. paſs. And I ehemiah particularly recounts the 5. 
16. various Inſtances of their Sins. And I believe it m 


will appear upon a careful Obſervation, that the | ,,, 
| greateſt 
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greateſt Dangers this Nation has been brought 
into, have been in Times of greateſt Degene- 
racy, and under ſome crying and provoking 
Guilt: To Inſtance only in the Times of the 
Civil War, and of the Plague and Fire of London. 
So that when God works Salvation for his 
People, *tis always to be underſtood for an un- 
worthy and ſinful People, who have offended 
and provoked a jealous God, and brought 
themſelyes into Diſtreſs, by their Rebellion, 
and Diſobedience to his holy Laws, or Ingrati- 
tude and Abuſe of his Mercies : And that he 
can be ſuppoſed to att from no other Princi- 
ple towards them, - but great Kindneſs, and 
free Favour, and for the Glory of his own. 
Name. 
Now, when a ſinful People are delivered, 
and ſaved in a wonderful Manner, and with 
a great Salvation, they muſt be prodigiouſly 


hardened and ungrateful, who don't find the 
Eindeſt relentings of Soul under the Senſe of 


Mercy, and are not provoked by it to the hum- 
bleſt Acknowledgments, and higheſt Praiſe, 
Is it not natural to ſuppoſe the moſt grateful 
Reſentments in their Minds, and the high Prai- 
ſes of God in their Mouths; that they ſhould 
riſe in adoring Acknowledgments, and abound 


in Expreſſions of their Joy? . 
And fo we find ir has always been with good 


Men in this Caſe : We have the Song of Moſecs, 
the okdeſt upon Record in the World, for the 


Deliverance of Iſrael from Egypt. The Lord Ex. xv. 2. 


is my Strength and my Song, ard he is become my 
Salvation. And the Song of Deborah for a re- 


markable Victory: Praiſe ye the Lord for the a: Judg. v.z, 


venging of Iſrael, &c. Ezra proclaims, and Chap. is, 
| 2 mag- 13. 
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Ez. ix. 15. 


Chap. ix. 
31, 


magnifies the Divine Mercy; Thou haſt puniſh- 
ed leſs than our Iniquity deſerved, and haſt given 


ſuch a Deliverance as this, O Lord God of Iſ- 


” 


rael thou art Righteous, for we remain yet eſca- 


ped as it is this Day. And Nehemiah, Never- 


theleſs, for thy Mercy ſake thou didſt not utterly 


conſume them nor forſake them, for thou art a gra- 
cious and merciful God. The Church often records 


her ſolemn Praiſe for great Salvations: F it 


Pſalm 
exxiv. 8. 


— exliv. 
9, 10. 


— CX. 1. 


had not been the Lord who was on our fide now may 
Iſrael ſay —— when Men roſe up againſt us, then 
they had ſwallowed us up quick, when their Wrath 
was kindled againſt us. Bleſſed be the Lord who 


bath not given us a Prey to their Teeth. Our Help 


is in the Name of the Lord who made Heaven and 
Earth. And in another Place; I will ſing a new 
Song to thee, O God; upon the Pſaltry, and In- 
ſtrument of ten Strings will I ſing Praiſe to thee : 
*Tis he who giveth Salvation to Kings, who deliver- 
eth David his Servant from the hurtful Sword. 
They are forc'd to ſay when they are deliver. 
ed, Not unto us, O Lord, not unto ts, but to thy 
Name give Glory, for thy Mercy, and for thy 
Truths ſake. 


I God accounts himſelf glorified by the 


Praiſes of a delivered People: I will deliver 


thee, and thou ſhalt glorifie me zi. e. by magnifying 
his Mercy, and aſcribing all the Glory to it; 
by all the Reſentments of a grateful Heart, 
and Expreſſions of Love to him : Why then, 
the Glory of God muſt riſe in Proportion to 
our Praiſe; and muſt be the greateſt, upon theſe 
Occaſions, which Creatures here on Earth are 
capable of. | 

III. To apply this to our ſelves, and the pre- 
ſent Circumſtances of our own Caſe, 

| . 


a. 022-5 A a 
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F. 1. Let us conſider the Salvation which 
God has wrought for us, and which we are 
here to Commemorate this Day. I ſhall only 
give you this ſhort Account. - After the peace- 
able Advancement of the King to the Throne, 
according to the known Conſtitution and Uſage 
of the Kingdom, we began to think our ſelves 


ſafe, and perhaps to grow ſecure. The diſ- 


affected Part of the Nation, who were firſt a- 
mazed at the wonderful Appearance, like 
Men ſtunned with a Fall, quickly began to re- 
cover themſelves, and ſhew their Diſappoint- 
ment and Rage; and from Mobs and Tumults 
in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, like the 
Froth and Foam of a troubled Sea, formed a 
dangerous Conſpiracy, and grew up into an open 
Rebellion, Men of miſtaken Principles, and fa- 
tally deluded; of reſtleſs Spirits, and boundleſs 
Rage; many of broken Fortunes and diſap- 
pointed Hopes, joined with profeſt Papiſts at 
Home, and conſpired with foreign Powers, to 
involve the Nation in civil Blood, cut off the 
Royal Family, root out the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, and ſet up an abjured Impoſtor. 

Here was a Scene of Villany and Folly, the 
moſt ſurprizingly flagrant, and without a Pre- 
cedent. For Subjects ſworn to a Government, 
and having paid a ſolemn Homage; protected 
in all their Rights, urhurt and unprovoked : 
without any Shadow of Complaint or Pretence 
of Grievance, yea, highly favoured and in- 
dulged ; againſt the known Laws of the Land, 
and their own publick Prayers for many Years 
together; to conſpire and rebel againſt ſo wiſe 
and gracious a Prince, ſo condeſcending and 
endearing to all his Subjects; ſo hearty in our 

In- 
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Intereſts, and able to promote them ; of ſuch 
Qualities as would oblige any other People, 
and charm them to Love as well as Obedience: 
For theſe Men to pretend Uneaſineſs and ex- 
preſs Diſ-Reſpe&t, who had run ſuch Lengths 
of Extravagance and Folly in the Courtſhip 


and Praiſes of former Princes, who were ei- 


ther ſcandalouſly Vitious, or open Papiſts, or 
Weak and miſled in the great Articles of the 
Nations Intereſt: For theſe Men, I ſay, to 
conſpire and rebel, who had deafned the 
World with loud Profeſſions of Loyalty and 
Obedience, and ſpent an Age in the ſevereſt 
Satyrs againſt Rebellion; while the ever ſtea- 
dy Friends of their Countries Intereſt were 
trampled upon and inſulted, and they who bore 
the largeſt Share in the Publick ſoy, had the 
leaft Share of the Benefit, and were the only 
Sufferers by it: This is a greater Abſurdity 
in Reaſoning, and a more prodigious Ingrati- 
txde in Morals, than any Age or Nation can 
eaſily parallel, and which Poſterity will Iabour 
with the Belief of : What Natural Light does 


preſently condemn, and even Pagan Gratitude 


would ſhame. 

This deſperate Deſign however was detected 
and ſuppreſſed by a great Concurrence of won- 
derful Circumſtances : The Death of the 
French King juſt before; The Awes and Suſ- 
pence of Foreign Powers who ſeemed beſt diſ- 
poſed to it : The Flight of ſome Capital Of- 
fenders, who were moſt capable of ſerving it. 
The ſtrange Diſcovery and early ſurprizing 


ſome principal active Leaders: The entire De- 


feat by à ſmaller Force, at the very ſame Time, 
in both Kingdoms, without one ſingle Inſtance 
of 
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of Succeſs in the whole Attempt ; ſeem plain- 
ly to argue that God was on our Side, and their 
raſh and unhallowed Deſign, without any ſo- 
lemn Acknowledgment of God, that I could 
ever learn, was blaſted and confounded by 
him, 
How great this Salvation was, which God 
has wrought, will appear in nothing ſo ſenſible 
as in the ſad Calamities of a Civil Var, and 
the neceſſary Conſequences of a ſucceſsful At- 
tempt, countenanced by the Popiſh Powers 
abroad, and the whole Popiſh Intereſt at Home, 
while the Nation divided within it ſelf, and 
aſſiſted and ſupported by the different Powers 
about us, had been a Scene of Confuſion and 
Seat of Blood: There had been the Diſtur- 
bance of all our quiet Poſſeſſions, and perpe- 
tual Fear and Alarms of Danger; every where 
a confuſed Noiſe and Garments roling in Blood. 
The deepeſt Reſentments of a bigotted Prince: 
and enraged Party : The Bondage of Popiſh 
Superſtition and Foreign Dependance : The 
Ruin of all our eftabliſh*d Rights, and an En- 
tail of Miſery upon our Poſterity. 

How Injurious and Inglorious a Part in the 
Men of this Generation, to betray that Reli. 
gion and Liberty, which was procured for us 
by ſo wonderful a Providence of God; ſealed 
by the Blood of our Fore-fathers ; and tranſ- 
1 mitted down to us by ſo jealous a Care all a- 
long: To the perpetual Infamy of the preſent 
I Age, and the deſerv'd Curſes of the next! 
; § 2. Let us be ſuitably Affected and carry it 
= | ſuitably to the Author of it. For Example, 
Adore the Divine Being, and the mighty 
e | Diſplay of Himſelf in our Deliverance. Let 

us 
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us mag ni ſie the Lord our Saviour; praiſe him 
for his mighty Acts and his wonderſul Goodneſs 
to the Children of Men: In protecting us from 
bloody Deſolations, and ſecuring our nume- 
rous Bleſſings: In fixing us, we truſt, upon furs 
Foundations, after many Shakings, and giving 
Strength and Eſtabliſhment to the preſent Set - 

tlement, by thoſe very Means which were de- 

ſigned to overturn it. J 

Let us Love the Lord our Deliverer. Should 
not Salvation from Ruin work a kindly Senſe 
in every grateful Breaſt, and enffame our Heart 
with Love? Let the Cords and Bands He has 

- looſed, bind us the faſter to Him, and our 
Ranſomed Lives and Mercies be offered upa 
Living Sacrifice to the God of our Salvation. 

We ſhould Love one another. Should not 
they who ſhare in the Mercy of a Common De- 
liver ance, reckon themſelves bound and endear- 
ed to one another, and obliged to mutual Kind- 
neſs and Good Will? I dare venture to ſay up- 
on this Occaſion, It will never be well with 
the Nation, till Good Men of all Perſwaſions, 
have learnt to drop their private Reſentments 

and Party-Quarrels, and more cloſely unite in 
Affection and Intereſt ; till all who have good 
Principles and ſober Minds, who are true Lo- 
vers of their Country, and hearty Friends of 
the preſent Government, who dread the Ca- 

lamities of a Civil War, and foreign Popery 
and Slavery; heartily join together to ſupport 
the Government which God has delivered, and 
ſecure the Salvation He has wrought. 

We ſhould live to him, and improve the 

Mercies he has ſaved. Render to the Lord ac- 
cording to his Benefits, in returns of Duty as 


| well 
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well as Love and Praiſe, Improve the Mer- 
cies reſtored and ſpared ; the Bleſſings ſaved 
from Ruin ; the envied Happineſs of our Civil 
Liberties and Sacred Opportunities. View | 
them as reſcued from the Power of our Ene- a 
mies, and uſe them with Thankfulneſs to the } 
beſt Advantage. 28555 oP \ 
 Tru#t him for the future. Commit the Care 
of the Nation's Welfare to the God of our Sal- 
{ vation, as well as of our own Souls. Truft 
him in every Trouble and Danger, who has ſo 
often appeared and eminently ſaved. Wait a 
good Iſſue of preſent Uneaſineſs and Diſtur- 
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argue: Who has delivered us from ſo great az Cot. i. 
Death, and doth deliver, in whom we truſt that 0. 

| he will yet deliver, And encourages us from 
this Conſideration ; In nothing rerfified by your Phil. i. 25. 
Adverſaries, which is to them an evident Token 


bance, not preſumptuous and ſecure; but yet 
not diſcouraged and affrighted. There ſeems q 
to be a Swell of Water after the Storm, f 
and the foaming Waves are not quite ſettle f 
into a Calm. Look to him who ſtills the Noiſe fſal.lxv. 7c j; 
of the Sea, and the Tumult of the People; and can q. 
eaſily ray to a raging Tempeſt, Peace, be ſtill, | 
Conſider our Intereſt and Concern with the j 
God of Salvation, and the Grounds of our Plea 0 
and Hope. So the Apoftle has taught us to i 
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of Perdition, but to you of Salvation, and that 

| - cal ("RE OY E | 
Io cone lude; Let us look for the final Sal- 1 
5 vation. The Glory of all God's Salvation is by 
| the eternal Redemption purchaſed by Chriſt ; the 1 


great Salvation of the Goſpel, The immediate x 
Context of theſe Words in the Pſalmiſt, ſpeaks 1 
expreſly of the Glory * Victory of the - 5 


+ wa a4 
was” th. * 
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Ver. 18. fiah: Thou haſt aſcended on high; thou haſt led 
1 Captivity Cuptive; thou baſt received Gifts for 
k Alen, yea for the Rebellious alſo, that the Lord 
1 Cad might dwell among them. He who faves 
us from the Power of our Enemies, and deli- 
| vers in Danger, will reſcue us from the Capti- 
14 vity of Satan, and all the Powers of reyolted 
| Spirits, in a State of Rebellion to God: If 
Rom. v. when we were Enemies, we were reconciled to God 
32 by the Death of his Son, much more being recon- 
ciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his Life, He will re- 
ſtore rebellious Sinners to the Divine Favour, 
and recover them from their Apoſtacy and Di- 
ſtance to God, to a State of confirmed Friend- 
ſhip. The great Captain of our Salvation, who 
conquered the Powers of Darkneſs, will bring 
the many Sons to Glory : He will ſet them out of 
the reach of Danger, and give them Poſſeſſion 
of the Heavenly Inheritance : A State of Reſt 
... and Joy, without the Fear of any Enemy, or 
a —— Danger of Revolt for ever. Let us nom wait 
| 4 for our Deliverance from the Bondage of Corrup- 
tion inte the glorious Liberty of the Sons of Got : 
1 Theſſ. i. and be found waiting at laſt for the Son of God 
10 from Heaven, the great Deliverer from the 
Jude 12. Wrath to come; and looking for the Mercy of the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt unto eternal Life. 
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A Sermon preached Nov. 5. 1713. By V. Harris, 
Preparing for the Preſs by the ſame Author, 
Self. Dedication, Perſoral and Sacramental, bri 
opened and urged, 
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